771 Ribamt Road
Beaufort, S.C. 28902
Angust 5, 2007

Herbert R, Hayden, Jr, Esq.
Bxecwutive Directer

State Ethics Commission

Suite 250

5000 Thurmond Mall

Columbia, South Carolinz 29201

Dear Mr. Hayden:

William Rauch, 28 Mayor of Beaufort, South Carolina is the subject of this letter.

The background is as follows;

1. Tama pérmer 1n & partnership which owns a parcel o land which, along with a much largér,
property, hae been the subject of an annexation proposed and sfrongly prometad by Mr.
Rauch since 2005,

2. Ibavepaticipated in the work accompanying this smnexation since it was proposed, without
any objection by Mayor Rauch untll April of this yeaz. That worlk included discussions with
conservation groups and xepresentetives of the City of Beanfort aud Beaufort County,
involving a purchase of a portion of the propexty 16 be somexed. In April I was to}d by my
aftomey, David L. Tedder, that ke had heen advised by the City Manager for Beaufort, Scoit
Dadson, and a consultent for the City of Beanfort, Ken Driggers, that Mayor Rauch had »
problem with me that was affecting his suppost efthe entive annexation. M Tedder was and
is the Jead attomey for all of the landowners petitioning for sunexation futo the City, M.
Tedder advised thatthe message was that | was 1o quit working oa the annexation projectand
stay out of the picture. Mr, Tadder stated the Mayor intended 10 copfizm my lack of
lavolvemnent by inquiries to Ken Driggers. Iwas led to believe that the Mayor’s position was
generated by apswspaper article about me thatmay have led some to believe that I was going
to run for Mayor of Beaufort.

3. Doug Cappelmann, one of the other co-owners ofa property that was nvolved in this
annexation, was given this same message direetly frorn the Mayor, being told to “get Billy
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ont of the pisture™.

4. On May 4, 2007, Mr. Tedder was told by the City Atiorney, William B. Harvey, that M,
Reauch had told him that he sfill had a problem with me. '

5. OnMay 5, 2007, M. Tedder told Mr. Ratch that he undersiood the Mayor eill had 1
problem with me and suggested a meeting io fry to solve whatever the problem was,

6. . OnMay 10, 2007, Mr. Hervey called Mr. Tedder and told him that the Mayor did not want

-a mesting, but he did want three things fo be conveyed 1o the Mayor by me in letters to be

delivered to Mr. Tedder, which wese then fo be given o the City Attorney. First, that I had

R0 intention of ranning for Mayor of Beaufort. Second, not only was Tnot going to rum, but

I was supporting the Mayor's candidacy for reclection, listing some of the great

accomplishments of the Mayor duripg his term. Third, that T warted to be the Mayor’s

oamnpaign freasurer and raise camnpaign funds for hs reelection. If delivered, the Mayor

would vote for the annexation and land vse plap. T did not comply with the Mayox’s
demand, he would kill the annexation, being the critical third vote fo make a Toajority.

T am concerned that these events constitte a violation of Section 8-13-705 of The South
Carolina Code of Laws. I therefore respectfully request an investigation of this matter by the

Commission. o

[

Ifneeds be, I may be contactsd by telepbione at (843) 592-0400.




